Your Honourable  Professor Ing. Dusan Petras, PhD., Vice-rector of the  SUT, 
Your Excellency Professor Ing. Lubomir Jahnátek, PhD., Minister of the Economy of the Slovak Republic, 
Your spektabilita Professor Dr. Ing.Oliver  Moravcik, Dean of the Faculty of Materials Science and Technology at the SUT.
Honourable  Chairman of the Academic Senate of the Faculty of Materials Science and Technology, Associate Professor Ing. Peter Schreiber, PhD., 
Your Magnificence, spectability , honourability, 
Esteemed , distinguished colleagues, dear guests, and students! 

Allow me on behalf of our Rector, Professor  Ing. Vladimir Báleš, PhD. as well as on behalf of the entire leadership of the Slovak Technical University in Bratislava to wish you a happy New year in 2010, good health, peace and happiness to your families and much success in your  personal and work achievements. 

Let me at this moment during our festive occasion of this New Year's meeting of workers from the Faculty of  Materials and Science at the SUT , take you back a few centuries. 

In the historical context of the previous millennium, universities contributed towards major developments in society, its spiritual growth and its knowledge. The first institute that was a type of University in Europe is considered to be the University of Bologna, by the end of the  controversial 12th century, many fundamental reforms took place. The university was founded in 1148 by the Emperor Frederick the 1st of Barbarossa. In the year 1154 the university gained imperial privileges, this ensured economic and legal freedom of teaching and studying for Professors and students. By a decree called that was granted , called “Authentica Habit”, Professors and students gained academic freedom. 

  The city of Trnava has significant traditions associated with the development of universities. A well known University of Trnava, which was founded in May 1635, by Archbishop Pázmány, played a significant role in the cultural life of Slovakia, especially in the development of the Slovak nation and its activity was accompanied by privileges being granted - academic freedoms. Most professors and students at the four faculties in the University of Trnava were Slovaks. The concentration of professors and students allowed the town of  Trnava to become a Slovak cultural centre where the development of  the Slovak language took place, this became the basis of Bernolak Standard Slovak. 

A few centuries later the city of Trnava once again played an important role in the technical fields of  university education. In 1986 the Faculty of Materials Science and Technology SUT  (the original name being Faculty of Technological Engineering) was established . Trnava  also gained universities that focused on the humanities in addition to the existing university of Materials Science and Technology. The character of the Trnava region at the end of the 20th century contributed to this fact. The industrial area was transformed by modern technologies and materials, automation and information technology. It is this orientation that has created a space for professors, associate professors, assistant professors, researchers and students and also opened the door to many research and commercial organizations throughout the Trnava Region. 

Let me note that the Faculty of Materials Science and Technology SUT in the past year of 2009 has probably became the most successful faculty in obtaining the Structural Funds from the European Union and has also achieved outstanding results in the field of international cooperation and also from the perspective of students it is the largest faculty of the Slovak Technical University. The results achieved are a success from the management of the Faculty of Materials Science at the SUT and also from all of the workers of the faculty and the students. These excellent results were achieved in the previous year of 2009 and created the conditions that will help to succeed equally well this year. 

Although today in here there are mainly faculty staff and friends, I would like mention those  who are most important for us and who give our work meaning, these are our students, who we give knowledge and skills to , we also create opportunities for them to apply in the future in order to improve the quality of life for us all. Today I also respect the pedagogical process and would like to highlight the human factor and mutual understanding which is so often missing in our lives. I believe that our students are not only statistical data, whether among the successful or unsuccessful, each of them are a personality that we can shape not only by formulas and scripts, but also with human words, views on life and our own experiences. 

The last paragraph of the old student song Gaudeamus Igitur finishes with these five lines.

These five lines  evoke in me  the possibility of a sincere heart which  we wish to express in 2010: 
"Vivat Academia - long live the Faculty of Materials Science at the SUT in Trnava; 
Vivant professores – this wish belongs to professors and associate professors to improve the  scientific and professional profile of the faculty and successfully continue the accreditation of new study programs at all three levels of education and also to develop the habilitation and inauguration proceedings; 
Vivat membrum Quodlibet - members of academia, professional assistants, staff and students, all who are part of the faculty and uphold  a thousand year old way of education ; 
Vivat membra quaelibet – to each worker and friend, a generous hand and intellect that will help towards your development  and  spread the good name of your faculty and our Alma Mater; 
Semper sint in flore - the charming flowers of education - the results of your teaching and scientific work were perceived, comprehended and respected. May you blossom as a meadow with the generosity of companies and entrepreneurs in Trnava. " 

In conclusion, ladies and gentlemen, let me  once again wish you all the best in the  New year of 2010  and may I wish you a pleasant survival of today's solemn meeting. 

